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JAMES 4:11-17 
 
 
James 4:11-17 
“Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a 
brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges 
the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a 
judge. There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. 
Who are you to judge another? Come now, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, 
buy and sell, and make a profit”; whereas you do not know what 
will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead you ought 
to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” But now 
you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. Therefore, to 
him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” 
James 4:11-17 NKJV 
 
NLT 
“Don’t speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters. If 
you criticize and judge each other, then you are criticizing and 
judging God’s law. But your job is to obey the law, not to judge 
whether it applies to you. God alone, who gave the law, is the 
Judge. He alone has the power to save or to destroy. So what right 
do you have to judge your neighbor? Look here, you who say, 
“Today or tomorrow we are going to a certain town and will stay 
there a year. We will do business there and make a profit.” How do 
you know what your life will be like tomorrow? Your life is like the 
morning fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone. What you ought 
to say is, “If the Lord wants us to, we will live and do this or that.” 
Otherwise you are boasting about your own pretentious plans, and 



all such boasting is evil. Remember, it is sin to know what you 
ought to do and then not do it.” 
James 4:11-17 NLT 
 
 
Lessons To Be Learned: 
 

1. Guarding the Tongue 

 

1. Avoiding Harsh Judgements 

 

1. Avoiding the Sin of Presumption  

 
 
Do not speak evil of one another! To do so the equivalent of slander 
of a fellow  
 
Christian. This equates to the breaking of the Christian Torah or 
Law. 
 
 
To judge others with a cutting spirit is a sign of self-righteousness. 
Such  
 
represents a breach or break within the family or God. 
 
Matthew 7:1-5 
““Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. For you will be 
treated as you treat others. The standard you use in judging is the 
standard by which you will be judged. “And why worry about a 
speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own? How 
can you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of 
that speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your own 



eye? Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will 
see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.” 
Matthew 7:1-5 NLT 
 
Romans 12:9-10 
“Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is 
wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine 
affection, and take delight in honoring each other.” 
Romans 12:9-10 NLT 
 
Hebrews 10:30 NLT 
“For we know the one who said, “I will take revenge. I will pay them 
back.” He also said, “The Lord will judge his own people.”” 
Hebrews 10:30 NLT 
 
 
YET, THE SCRIPTURES EXHORT THE CHURCH TO EXERCISE 
JUDGEMENT OVER ITS MEMBERS: 
 
1Corinthians 6:1-6 
“When one of you has a dispute with another believer, how dare you 
file a lawsuit and ask a secular court to decide the matter instead of 
taking it to other believers! Don’t you realize that someday we 
believers will judge the world? And since you are going to judge the 
world, can’t you decide even these little things among yourselves? 
Don’t you realize that we will judge angels? So you should surely be 
able to resolve ordinary disputes in this life. If you have legal 
disputes about such matters, why go to outside judges who are not 
respected by the church? I am saying this to shame you. Isn’t there 
anyone in all the church who is wise enough to decide these issues? 
But instead, one believer sues another—right in front of 
unbelievers!” 
1 Corinthians 6:1-6 NLT 
 
This kind of judgment is corporate discipline exercised in 
accordance with  
 
biblical truth. 
 



Matthew 18:15-20 
““If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the 
offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won 
that person back. But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two 
others with you and go back again, so that everything you say may 
be confirmed by two or three witnesses. If the person still refuses to 
listen, take your case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept 
the church’s decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax 
collector. “I tell you the truth, whatever you forbid on earth will be 
forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be 
permitted in heaven. “I also tell you this: If two of you agree here on 
earth concerning anything you ask, my Father in heaven will do it 
for you. For where two or three gather together as my followers, I 
am there among them.”” 
Matthew 18:15-20 NLT 
 
Remember that to judge another is to act as one’s superior. This 
position is  
 
reserved for God alone. He alone is the Lawgiver and Judge. He 
actually gave the  
 
Law and remains above the Law. God is completely impartial.  
 
“And who are you to pass judgment on another?” To which John 
Wesley replies: “A poor, weak, dying worm.” 
 
 
DO NOT BOAST ABOUT TOMORROW!!! 
 
“The problem here is not the plan or the concept of planning; it is 
leaving God out of the plan.  
 
A. We know not what tomorrow holds. 
 
B. It is folly to plan without God. With the future being uncertain, it 
too  
teaches us to trust God—to rely on God. 
 



C. Being human as we are, we can know nothing of tomorrow. 
 
James 4:14 
“How do you know what your life will be like tomorrow? Your life is 
like the morning fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone.” 
James 4:14 NLT 
 
A. Our lives are as VAPOR or SMOKE. 
 
“If the Lord will” is a consideration no Christian, if he or she is wise, 
will ignore  
 
when he makes his or her decisions, and plans their life.” The 
Romans would  
 
consult their gods before events took place; rabbis thought it 
mandatory to  
 
consult the Lord God. 
 
 
To not include the Lord in your planning is to simply be guilty of 
bragging—self  
 
exaltation. This reveals itself in our treatment of others. This is sin 
against them  
 
and against love itself!!! 
 
James 4:17 
“Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do 
it.” 
James 4:17 NLT 
 
The phrase “does not do it” does not merely signify a sin of 
omission; the omission of good is necessarily a doing of evil—(de 
Wette). 
 
 



Romans 14:23 
“But if you have doubts about whether or not you should eat 
something, you are sinning if you go ahead and do it. For you are 
not following your convictions. If you do anything you believe is not 
right, you are sinning.” 
Romans 14:23 NLT 
 
It is a sin to doubt whether an action is right and yet go ahead and 
do it; it is also  
 
a sin to know what is right and yet not do it. This is offered as a 
stern warning  
 
against sins of omission. 
 
A WARNING IN PICTURES 
Luke 16:19-31 
“Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly 
clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 
At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with 
sores. As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s 
table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores. “Finally, the 
poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham 
at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, 
and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw 
Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side. “The rich man 
shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here 
to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in 
anguish in these flames.’ “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, 
remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, 
and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and 
you are in anguish. And besides, there is a great chasm separating 
us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross 
over to us from there.’ “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father 
Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home. For I have five 
brothers, and I want him to warn them, so they don’t end up in this 
place of torment.’ “But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have 
warned them. Your brothers can read what they wrote.’ “The rich 
man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them 



from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’ 
“But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, 
they won’t be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”” 
Luke 16:19-31 NLT 
 
 
 


